This meeting is designed to promote extensive discussions of a variety of issues in BER, ranging from the structures of the BER proteins to regulation of repair and relevance to disease etiology.
for a more complete discussion. A few points are presented here to indicate the scope and significance of these differences.
In the United States, women typically spend more time in their homes and neighborhood environments than men do, potentially increasing their exposures to such toxic agents as indoor and outdoor pesticides, as well as pollution and ultraviolet radiation. Contextual effects of neighborhood environments, which are emerging as an important consideration for public health research (5) , are likely to have a greater impact on women than on men.
Women have more body fat than men and may store more fatsoluble toxic material, even when exposed to the same amount as men. Plasma dioxin concentrations have recently been found to be elevated in women as compared to men exposed at the same level, even after adjustment for a number of factors such as body mass index (6). Landi et al. (6) However, many community-based women's groups believe the environment contributes to the risk of breast cancer, so it is possibleperhaps likely-that new environmental hypotheses will emerge.
Another example of ongoing work is the studies of environmental influences on certain gynecologic disorders with high levels of morbidity. Following a provocative study in monkeys who developed endometriosis after exposure to dioxin (11), effects on endometriosis are being investigated in women from the area around Seveso, Italy, where dioxin levels are high due to an industrial accident. Because dioxin is known to have hormonal activity, results from this research will contribute data to the endocrine-disruptor initiative.
There is also active women's health research in toxicology and basic science-areas such as molecular toxicology and receptorbased biology; unfortunately, no real mechanism exists for ensuring In spite of the ongoing activity, the IOM report's (4) review of federally funded work related to women concluded that there were too few studies of environmental exposures and women's health and that even data on the nature of women's exposures were lacking. Neuroendocrine and immune disorders in women were identified as priorities for future work. Postmenopausal women, elderly women, and the roles of race, ethnicity, and culture were all cited in the IOM report as deserving attention.
Given the range of environmental issues affecting women, it seems unlikely that an adequate picture can be obtained through scattered studies. It is improbable that a meaningful exchange with scientists in different disciplines will take place under current circumstances. Thus, it seems nearly impossible that the evidence gathered can be translated effectively into new clinical guidelines or preventive interventions. To promote the performance of research that will have maximum impact on knowledge, prevention, and treatment of women's environmental health, it will take an integrated program of interdisciplinary centers with a clear, prioritized agenda.
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